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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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when nobody is looking or when you can by no means be profited from the action? There is considerable to be said for the simple life.


     A simple attitude toward truth is a noble thing, even if nobody admires you or rewards you for it.  What's wrong with looking for holiness and piety and truth and righteousness without making some big deal out of it?  A right attitude toward truth is not complicated.  It just means that you have subscribed to the Bible and that you have made a commitment to follow it regardless of where it leads or what are the consequences for having done so.  It means you want to apply it to yourself even when it hurts and even when you know it may not be popular.  But you don't have to make some big deal out of that; it just says you realize that "ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).


     I once saw a saying scribbled on a torn piece of paper, which still bore the creases from having been folded up in some purse or billfold.  It said, 


"The stature of a man is measured by his friendliness and courtesy for someone who can do absolutely nothing for him".


     God is not looking for flamboyant Christians, but for sincere ones -- those who will love one another because they have been loved by God; those who will correct one another, but in the love of Christ; those who will suffer if need be in order to do the simple things that fit them for divine association.





Dee Bowman


Christianity Magazine





			JP

















        Thomas Wolfe was right in one way when he wrote those memorable words, "You can't go home again."  Things on the material plane are always changing.  People die.  Buildings fall to ruin.  Green fields are paved over.  But he was wrong in the ultimate sense.  We can return to our heavenly Father's house.  That is always presumed in the parable of the Prodigal Son.  The emphasis of the parable is on those attitudes, which either send us home to God or keep us away.


       The father of the prodigal did not step in to save his wayward boy from the consequences of his foolishness.  He let him take every blow that his witless choices had brought him, with the hope that hard experience would succeed where wise counsel had failed.  This kind of love is not easy.  It is instinctive for parents to spare their children pain.  But far better brief pain than endless agony.  In the same spirit God subjected the creation to vanity … in hope  (Romans 8:20).  Many parents today could find a lesson in this story. Love must sometimes be tough.  You cannot coddle children into godly character and love.  Only the humble godliness of parents expressed in patient but uncompromising discipline offers any hope of succeeding.


 Does God send difficulties our way when we turn away from Him? He may not have to since our own silliness seems to bring plenty of heartache and misery on its own.  But God's love is such that He certainly wouldn't work to turn Manasseh from his orgy of idolatry, God sent him to Babylon in chains, which did (2 Chronicles 33:10-13).  So also with the prodigal. With a far clearer vision of his father and his father's house and








Yes, He does, but only those who are not already heartbroken with their sinful unworthiness.  For the true penitent there is no reproach (James 1:5); only reassuring mercy and encouragement.


      I think it is safe to say that the returning prodigal was stunned by his father's reception.  He had doubtless prepared himself for the worst and in his most optimistic dreams had never imagined this.  Perhaps for the first time he realized how much his father loved him.  It certainly never entered his head to say, "This is going to be easier than I thought."  Only people who do not know what they have done and what they deserve would entertain such a dishonorable thought.   He knew.  He knew very well.  And for that reason there was no room in his heart for anything save amazed gratitude for his father's extravagant love.


And so the party began.  What rejoicing!  What inexpressible exultation!  The father's most earnest longing had come true.  Nothing is spared.  "… for this my son was dead and is alive again.; he was lost and is found."


      How powerfully Jesus reveals the heart of God toward sinners in this simple but compelling story.  God, He is saying, cares for His prodigals just like we care for ours.  And we are compelled to say, "Yes, Lord, even more--even far more."


__________________________	





I believe in the sun even if it isn't shining.�I believe in love even when I am alone.�I believe in God even when He is silent.


A World War II Refugee








You Can Go Home Again!


By Paul Earnhart








heart broken in repentance, he turned resolutely homeward.  The one who left demanding "give me…" now returns pleading "make me…" What a difference attitude makes!


  	The Homecoming


      "And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him" (Luke 15:20).  The return of the prodigal apparently did not catch the father by surprise.  Not because he often thought cynically, "Just wait, the fool will come running back here with his tail between his legs" but because there would have been few days that he did not look longingly down the road where with breaking heart he has last seen his son's retreating silhouette.   He saw him "when he was still a great way off" because he was looking for him, hoping from him, longing for him.  This father did not stand waiting with offended dignity.  He ran to him and kissed him repeatedly.  (See Luke 7:38 for same Greek verb.)  There were no comments on his pathetic appearance; no berating words about the hurt his departure had caused; no sermons on the duty of good sons. Even the boy's carefully planned words of penitence were left incomplete by the father's interrupting call for the rejoicing to begin.


       What a picture of God this is.  Will God run, you ask?  The ancient philosopher who observed that great men don't run had a perverted sense of greatness.  Great men especially run.  They run heedless of all but the need of others.  They run in joy and compassion.  And God, who, greater than all, runs to meet all that are coming to meet Him.  Remember, "God so loved the world…"


Doesn't God rebuke, you say?





Simple Stuff





     Originally the words "simple" and "sincere" meant essentially the same thing.  In fact, the word "simple" is defined by word experts as meaning without duplicity; free from dissimulation or guile; innocent 


or harmless.  The word "sincere" means all of those things, too.  In both words the concept is something true, devoid of pretense, not falsified or perverted in any way (see the Oxford English Dictionary).


     Christianity is about the simple, sincere things of life.  It is not a complicated maze of instructions and liturgies, one where a multitude of days and feasts are to be observed.  Paul says we have been delivered from all that (Gal. 5:1).  Nor is this Christian life one where there is no discipline, one where a subjective ethic becomes the rule of faith and practice in one's life (Acts 23:1-f).  It is rather a submission of one's will to the will of Jesus with all that that entails.


     Christianity is not measured by great deeds, but by the multitude of small things done.  There is little flamboyance in it, nor is there much need for any.  Rather, it's the sincere desire of a person to do his best at whatever is his situation or assignment.  It's rather simple, actually.  It's just knowing where you are going and doing the best you can to make it there.


      Whatever happened to simplicity?  Whatever happened, for instance, for doing small acts of kindness just for the thrill of doing them, and just because it's right? Whatever happened to doing them
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Her surgery was a big success and her pain is greatly re is much relieved. God has surely answered 


our prayers for her and we are thankful.


Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate a their


new baby 


The Phillips, will be returning this week


____________________________


Gospel Meeting


November 6 through 11


With Bob Harkrider


Make your plans, to attend, now!


_______________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rodee Bruns


Song Leader---Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Bob Butler	


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 4-----Norm Rich


   Asst. 5-----Jim Statham


2nd Prayer----Jack Green


Scripture Reading---Rex Veteto


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Norm Rich


Song Leader-------Andy Williams


2nd Prayer------Jason Gaston


Scripture Reading---Mark Bowman


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Cecil Douthitt


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rex Veteto


Invitation---Jim Statham


Closing Prayer---Michael Burke





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














